THE BREAKDOWN OF KINGSHIP
his senior ever at his side. A revolution in his character
followed on the murder of that great friend; he thenceforward
became a man determined and not easily influenced.
The Revocation. The most important act of Charles's
life came at the very beginning of his reign. It was not
spectacular, but it was the seed of his tragedy. It is called the
Scottish Revocation.
The whole new position of the landed classes in both king-
doms was founded upon the confiscation of religious endow-
ments, which had been proceeding steadily until within half a
lifetime of Charles's accession, accompanied also by a looting
of the royal capital endowment—forests, demesne land, etc*
By the custom of Scotland the King could at the opening of a
new reign recall royal lands alienated during a minority, and
Charles availed himself of this constitutional right. He did not
take back anything like the enormous sums which had been
looted since the beginningof John Knox's revolution by the landed
class in Scotland, but only so much as might provide a decent
living for the ministers of the established Protestant religion.
He did not at once put his resolution into practice, but he
declared it, and that was enough; thenceforward the whole
landed interest north of the border was suspicious of the King,
and, in varying degrees, every man who stood to lose by the
Revocation and others who thought that the principle might be
extended were inclined to oppose the Crown. It was this
which led step by step to the support of the religious revolt
against the King, and then to a whole national revolt against
him in Scotland. To meet this revolt he had to demand
special grants in England. In spite of a long and successful
period of quiet government free from interference by the rich
in England, he was compelled, greatly against his will, to
summon a final Parliament, which immediately pressed on to
a further usurpation of power, and raised the Great Rebellion.
That Rebellion would not have succeeded but for the fact that
the English Parliamentarians in revolt obtained the help of a
Scottish army; hence their ^Ictory, and as a consequence of
their victory the killing of Chafck^. With him the principle of
monarchy in England was stnuS^and the substitution of
aristocracy for it began—that is, government by a wealthy
upper class, which, until quite recently, was the special mark,
of modern England,
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